Follett, EveryLibrary Partner to
Advocate for K-12 Libraries, Librarians
Focus is to Return Librarians to Schools, Expand Funding Equitably in Districts
CHICAGO, June 19, 2017 – Follett announced today it is intensifying its support of K-12 school libraries
and librarians by partnering with EveryLibrary, a Chicago-based political action committee dedicated to
advocating for libraries and librarians at the state level. The Follett-EveryLibrary partnership will initially
focus its work with school library associations in six states: Illinois, Washington, Pennsylvania, Nevada,
Florida, and Mississippi.
Though each state effort will be different, according to EveryLibrary’s John Chrastka, the goals will be
similarly focused to bring back school librarians to schools and expand funding equitably across schools
and districts. Chrastka explained Follett’s support of the initiative will allow EveryLibrary to execute
targeted outreach and activism in the targeted states, and help bring attention to pending bills in state
legislatures, such as Pennsylvania and Nevada, which are calling for more librarians in each school.
Further, Chrastka said the partnership will help school library associations—most notably in Florida,
Washington and Illinois—to address ongoing cuts that state budget choices are forcing on schools and
districts.
“From coast to coast, the issues are the same—it’s been too easy to cut school library programs and
school librarians,” Chrastka said. “Follett’s leadership in supporting our work allows EveryLibrary to be
closely aligned with each of these state teams over the long haul. We can build on our successes and
work to address this school librarian crisis in schools and districts across the country.”
Simultaneously, a new EveryLibrary website, SaveSchoolLibrarians.org, has been launched. It is designed
to simplify the process for concerned parents and stakeholders to make their voices heard for school
libraries and librarians. Chrastka said the site has the ability to support several dozen petitions
concurrently across the country, while serving as the single point of advocacy and activism contact for
key school library issues.
“EveryLibrary is here to help advise on the right tactics to make change happen and, with Follett's
support,” he said, “we can put the power of social advertising to work reaching and activating more
potential local supporters than ever before.”
Patti Fleser, President of the Illinois School Library Media Association (ISLMA), which promotes efforts to
ensure every student has equitable access to information provided by a licensed school librarian, is
grateful for the support emanating out of the Follett-EveryLibrary partnership.

“It is imperative the public understand the importance of school librarians and strong library programs
for the students of Illinois,” Fleser said. “Between ISLMA, EveryLibrary and Follett, we will continue this
effort as we focus on restoring licensed school librarians to districts in Illinois.”
To that end, a “Rally to Restore Illinois School Librarians” has been scheduled at noon Friday (June 23) in
the James R. Thompson (State of Illinois Building) Courtyard in downtown Chicago. The demonstration
will be held in support of licensed school librarian positions and school library program budgets in all
Illinois K-12 schools. Chicago is serving as host to the American Library Association’s annual conference
and expo, which begins Thursday (June 22) and runs through Tuesday (June 27).
“We are proud to not only be a proud sponsor of ISLMA and stand up for school librarians and libraries
in our home state of Illinois, but also throughout the country,” said Nader Qaimari, President, Follett
School Solutions. “We are confident our support of EveryLibrary will create a heightened awareness of
the leadership roles future-ready K-12 libraries and librarians can play in our schools and districts."
The EveryLibrary partnership is the latest example of Follett’s advocacy in this area. Follett also formed
Project Connect, a national initiative to advocate for school libraries and elevate the role of the librarian
in K-12 schools, and actively supports Future Ready Schools (FRS) as the exclusive sponsor of Future
Ready Librarians (FRL).
For more about:
•
•
•

Follett, visit follettlearning.com;
EveryLibrary, visit everylibrary.org; and
Save School Librarians, visit saveschoollibrarians.org.

About EveryLibrary|everylibrary.org
EveryLibrary is a 501c4 political action committee dedicated to building voter support for libraries. Since
2012, EveryLibrary has provided donor supported pro-bono advising and consulting to 63 library campaigns
helping to win over $220 million in stable tax funding. Beginning in 2016, EveryLibrary has provided strategic
and tactical support to school library communities on education and tax policy, along with supporting dozens
of challenges to school library budgets and school librarian positions in schools and districts across the
country.
About Follett’s PreK-12 Business| follettlearning.com
Follett is the largest provider of educational materials and technology solutions to PreK-12 libraries,
classrooms, learning centers and school districts in the United States, and a major supplier to educational
institutions worldwide. Follett distributes books, reference materials, digital resources, ebooks and
audiovisual materials, as well as pre-owned textbooks. Follett also is one of the leading providers of
integrated educational technology for the management of physical and digital assets, the tracking, storing
and analyzing of academic data, and digital learning environment tools for the classroom focusing on student
achievement.
About Follett Corporation | follett.com
For more than 140 years, Follett has been a trusted partner to preK-12 schools, colleges and campus stores,
taking care of the critical details that make it easier for schools to run, teachers to teach, students to learn
and fans to celebrate. A leading provider of education technology, services and physical and digital content,
Follett currently works with 70,000 schools and operates more than 1,250 local campus stores and 1,600
virtual stores. With the 2016 acquisition of Baker & Taylor, LLC, Follett's reach also extends into the public

library and global retail markets. Today Follett Corporation is the world's largest single source of books,
entertainment products, digital content and multi-media for libraries, schools and retailers. Follett is a $3.6billion privately held company headquartered in Westchester, Illinois.
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